Lecture #14 – Sugar and Slavery in the South Atlantic

Summary
In this class we weave together three interconnected threads of early Brazilian history: the story of Sephardic Jews, the rise of African slavery, and the Dutch occupation of the Brazilian northeast in the mid-17th century.

Vocabulary

Sephardic Jews
New Christians
Old Christians
Engenho
Senhor de engenho
Dutch West India Company
Johan Maurits of Nassau
Elmina
Angola (Luanda)
War of the Divine Liberation
“Sugar”
New Amsterdam


Outline
Prologue: Brazil in the Mid-17th Century: A Story of Connections

A Brief History of Sephardic Jews in the Portuguese World
	Expulsion from Spain (1492)
	Forced Conversions in Portugal (1498)
		New Christians and Old Christians
		Portuguese Inquisition
		Brazil as a Place of Refuge

The Rise of Sugar Plantations in Brazil (16th and 17th Century)
	Earlier Atlantic Precedents: Portuguese Madeira
	Capital, Land, and Labor
		From Native American Slavery to African Slavery (1540-1630)
		“A Hell for Blacks”: African Slavery in a Tropical Babylon

A New Enemy for the Portuguese: The Dutch in Brazil
	Early Conflicts and the Formation of the Dutch West India Company (1621)
	Dutch Control of the Northeastern Brazil (1630-1654)	
Dutch Brazil Under Johan Maurits of Nassau (1637-1644)
		A Renaissance Prince in the New World
		An Era of Toleration for Protestants, Catholics, and Jews
	War of the Divine Liberation (1645-1654)

Epilogue: The First Jewish Congregation in North America
